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c. 1800 BC:
Abraham arrives 
at Canaan

1250 BC: Moses 
leads the Hebrew
exodus out of Egypt.
Also the Era of the 
Ten Commandments

950 BC: First Temple
completed under
King Solomon

c.850 BC
The kingdom divides.
Northern half = Israel
Southern half = Judah

721 BC:
Northern kingdom 
falls to Assyria

586 BC: Judah is conquered 
by the Babylonians. The
1st temple is destroyed, and 
many of the Jews  are exiled 
into Babylonia for 50 years

430 BC: First public 
reading of the Torah

400 AD:
Completion
of the 
Palestininan
Talmud

90 AD: Completion of the
Hebrew Canon (laws)

Pre-Kingdom Era

1025-950 BC: Period of Joshua, the Twelve Tribes of Israel, Saul, David, 
founding of Jerusalem.  Despite initial success, the Israelites would face
regular invasions for centuries due to their coveted location near the 
Mediterranean Sea.  Eventually they were exiled by the Roman empire.

Era of the kingdom, the 1st and 2nd temples, and the prophets Zionist Era

600 AD:
Completion
of the 
Babylonian
Talmud

70 BC: Following a Jewish 
revolt, the 2nd Temple was 
destroyed by the Romans. In 
135 A.D. a second Jewish revolt 
against the Romans was led by 
Bar Kokbah. The Romans
brutally crushed the revolt and 
many public executions followed. 
Most Jews remaining in Israel fled.
Over the next few centuries they 
settled throughout the Mediterranean
area, northern Africa, and Europe.

1280 AD:  Rabbi Moses
de Leon writes the 
Zohar-- for the Kaballah

1492 AD Expulsion of  the Jews and 
Muslims from Spain are followed by 
the Spanish Inquisition. Torquemada
was known for his cruelty as the head
figure of the Spanish Inquisition.

1700 - 1760 AD: Life of
Baal Shem Tov, founder of 
Hasidic Judaism

1939 - 1945: WWII and the 
Holocaust. 12 million Jews 
were murdered by the Nazis.

1948: The United Nations
approves the creation of
Israel as an independent
Jewish state. Violent regional 
conflict with the displaced 
Palestinians and nearby Arab 
countries is the ongoing result. 

The Renaissance opens the Age of 
Exploration leading to world-wide 
European colonization. Christianity 
is mobilized at a global scale as
missionaries disburse into the 
populations of colonial empires.

Muhammad was born in the Holy city of 
Mecca in present-day Saudi Arabia.  The city 
was already a center of religious pilgrimage as
the local Arab tribes came to visit the Kabah, 
which was a shrine that was inundated with 
tribal idols, etc. At Age 40, Muhammad had a 
revelation from God.  His new beliefs were
not well received in Mecca and he eventually
withdrew to Yathrib (Medina) in 622 AD.  
This flight is called the Hijra, and marks year 
1 on the  Muslim calendar.  This era was when
Islam began and the first mosque was built at 
Yathrib.  A battle occurred between the new
Muslims from Yathrib and the citizens of
Mecca.  When the Muslims arose victorious,
Muhammad returned to Mecca as the victor.
He destroyed the idols in the Kabah and began
to institutionalize his ideals.

Umayyad Abassid Dynasty Ottoman Empire

JUDAISM
Orthodox

Conservative

Reform

Reconstructionist

Holy Days/Events observed in Judaism:
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Hanukkah,
Passover, Pumir. The Jews observe a lunar calendar so 
these holidays do not appear consistently on the same date.
  

Holy Literature observed in Judaism:
The Hebrew Bible, the Talmuds, the Torah, and
the Kabbalah.

CHRISTIANITY

Roman Catholic

Protestant

Non-Traditional

Orthodox

Non-Orthodox

Western Churches: Eastern Churches:

Holy Days/Events observed in Christianity:
Christmas, Easter, Advent, Lent, Holy Week,
Saints' days and other regional practices.

Holy Literature observed in Christianity:
The Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) and
the New Testament (Word of God through Christ)

ISLAM
SunniShiites

Ithna Ashariya
Ismailis
Others

Holy Days/Events observed in Islam:
Ramadan, Id al-Adha, Id al-Fitr, Hajj (pilgrimage
to Mecca--one of the five pillars of Islam)

Holy Literature observed in Islam:
The Qur'an

Signifies a notable clash, persecution, war, exile
or other drastic event with religious implications.

The family tree depicted below shows the lineage of Abraham.
The legend states that Abraham's wife could not have children.
As was customary in those days, it was decided that Abraham
would have a child through a surrogate mother.  Hagar had his
son Ishmael, but then Sarah unexpectely had a child of her own
(Isaac).  At this point she became hostile towards Hagar and
so Hagar was sent away with Ishmael.  Sarah and Abraham's
grandson Jacob would later become known as Israel and
would become pivotal in starting the kingdom of Israel.  
Meanwhile, Abraham's son Ishmael would later be identified
as an ancestor of the people who became the Muslims.

Era of the scriptures, and migration and settlement throughout the Mediterranean, north Africa, and Europe

540 BC: Cyrus liberates
the Jews, who return to
Israel and rebuild the 
2nd Temple by 515 BC.

4 - 64 AD: Life of 
the Apostle Paul

Christianity was suppressed early by the 
Romans, but in 313 AD, Emperor 
Constantine issued the Edict of Toleration
which made Christianity a legal faith. The
Christians then formed the hierarchy of 
their church with bishops, patriarchs 
(archbishops) and the Pope--the bishop of 
Rome who was considered the
bishop with final authority.

1492 AD: Expulsion
of Muslims and Jews 
from Spain, Spanish
Inquisition

732 AD: Battle 
of Tours, France
halts Muslim 
invasion of 
Europe

1483 - 1546 AD: Life of
Martin Luther (1st Protestant 
Reformer).
1517 Protestant Reformation
begins and spreads 
throughout western Europe

After destruction of the second temple, The Jewish faith began to rely more on facets such as
rabbinical Judaism, scriptures, and synagogues. In early medieval times, the Jews were 
tolerated by Muslims for many centuries in areas with large Islamic populations. However,
They were persecuted regularly by Christians in Europe, as shown in the Spanish Inquisition.

638 AD:
Muslims
take over
Jerusalem
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Red Sea
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JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM

354 - 430 AD:
Life of Augustine

480 - 547 AD:
Life of Benedict

1618 - 1648 AD:
The Thirty Years
War broke out
across Europe. 
Catholics and 
Protestants fought
among political
turmoil. Today,
Irish Catholics 
and British 
Protestants still
harbor animosity
in the UK.

1099 AD:
Christians
reclaim
Jerusalem

1492 AD
Expulsion
of Muslims
and Jews 
from Spain.

Following Muhammad's death there was a series 
of clashes and killings about who would be his 
successor.  Eventually the Umayyad Dynasty 
took control and ruled from Damascus from 661 
to 750 AD. The Persian and Byzantine empires 
were weak from their own ongoing battle so
Muslim armies invaded and then made an
unprecedented advance through the Arabian
peninsula, central Asia, and north Africa.
When the Abassid dynasty began in Baghdad 
in 750 AD it lasted for 500 years and was 
considered the Golden Age of Islam.

1258 AD:
Mongols
Invade and
sack
Baghdad

As the Roman Holy Catholic
Church expanded into Europe,
it was common for Christians
to make pilgrimages to the
Holy Land.  Muslim forces
took over Jerusalem in the
7th century, and began to
restrict Christian movement.
In response, the Chrisitans
invaded in 1095 AD and after
a sequence of horrible
battles, took Jerusalem.

1291 AD:
Muslims
reclaim
Jerusalem

570 - 632 AD: Life of Muhammad

1592 - 1666 AD: Life of 
Shah Johan, builder of the 
Taj Mahal.  Islam forbids
the use of statues, so its
architecture is its outlet
for artistic celebration of faith

The Ottoman empire was massive by the end of the
17th century.  It controlled all of the eastern and 
southern Mediterranean and remained sturdy until 
it was defeated in World War I.  Present day
Turkey is the core of the original Ottoman Empire.
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Data on this sheet was acquired from the following sources:
Experiencing the World's Religions by Michael Molloy
Hammond's Concise Atlas of World History
National Geographic Magazine 

Roman Era:  Once Constantine
legalized Christianity, it fared
quite well in Rome and was the 
offical religion of Rome by the
end of the 4th century. The
church was split when Emperor
Constantine moved the Roman 
capital east to Constantinople.

Mecca

Medina

Jerusalem
Baghdad

Areas under Islamic influence
around 750 AD

Ancestor of  the Jews

Ancestor of the Muslims

Jesus Christ was a Jew born in  Bethlehem  (south of Jerusalem).
When Christ entered the public eye with his teachings, he was 
in his late twenties.  His travels throughout Israel lasted for
approximately 3 years before he was arrested by the Romans
in Jerusalem at the time of Passover, subjected to humiliating
public torture, then executed by crucifixon.  His teachings were
carried on by the 12 apostles. The apostle Paul was especially 
successful in his active misionary work throughout many countries
along the northern coast of the Mediterranean Sea 

Jesus Christ

The Prophet Muhammad


